Objectives-The aim of this study was to establish the prevalence of sexually transmitted infections including human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) (Genitourin Med 1995;71:155-157) 
Introduction
Abscesses of the Bartholin's glands are frequently seen in patients attending gynaecology outpatient departments. The aetiology of these abscesses is known to be polymicrobial, although Neisseria gonorrhoeae is still thought to be the initiating organism.' Anaerobes, in particular Bacteroides species are the commonest organisms isolated from such abscesses. '-3 An interesting finding in our study was the higher prevalence of Bacteroides species isolated from women who were HIV antibody positive than from those who were HIV antibody negative. This difference was significant (p = 0.014). We cannot explain this observation and further investigation is required to confirm our findings in HIV positive women.
Syphilis is endemic in the local community. Opai-Tetteh et al " found a prevalence of 11 % in antenatal patients. In our study, the prevalence of syphilis was similar to their findings. None of the HIV antibody positive patients had positive syphilis serology and this may be related to the small sample size.
In our study only 9 of the 30 patients returned for "follow up". This despite counselling by one of the authors (CN). It 
